Approved For Rejease 2002/01/02 : CIA-RDP?"'BOO364R000300010008-6
1 UNCLASSIFIED |

CIA OPERATIONS CENTER
SELECT FOR THE DCI

3002150 AUG 69
TIME STAMP
sussect : STATE DEPARTMENT - CIA
SOURCE i AP INTL AOO4 L
ors . 3001360 AUG 69 STATINTL
RISTO
STATINTL v SRR
A004Wx S . : : ’
uiv | e

|
| OIA Bjt 600 | ‘_
By LIS GULICK : ‘
Assoclated Prees Writer o _ ' .
WASHINGTON AP - The State Department has decllinel fto go along
with a-sug%astion that Secretary William P, Rogers 1is angry at
the Central Intelligence Agency for putting out word that the
Soviets may be thinking about an air gtrike on Red Chlna’s atomle
. Plents. _ ' : o
| Press officer Robert J, McCloskey refused Frldeay to take any slde |
publicly in what he portreyed as competitive newspaper enterprise . .
over & lunch CIA chief Richard Helms had with some reporters earlled =
thiﬂ weeak. ‘ ) RS
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, Helms has been 1dentifliel~by nessmen who were not at the lunch 1«
" and ther eforPRIeVROUTREltysen2003194/08 5 TiA-RDAT74B6636406030001 00608E !
_gtories dealing with the possibllity of such a Soviet attack and
‘ about CIA®3 claim of innocence in fhe Green Beret murder
charges in Salgon, -
(TA®s longetanding practice is public silence on overs eas
developments and snti-CIA all ezations pour ed forth dailly ty foes
abroad. ~ .
ohen CIA feels malignel by stories over which other U,8,
government agencles mgy have some controls 1t mometgsmes esks them
$o lssue a statement which will put the CIA in a better light.
"CTA men algo from time to $ime have explained thelr case to
congressmen—who hold CIA% pursestrings—and on a ¢¢3on st quote me??
has is to newsmen.
Tn the Green Beret cases the Army so far hes refused to publicly
disavow defense lawy er alle%atians in behalf of the arregted men
that the CIA orderel the Xilling of m suspected Vietnames e double
agent., CIA contends 1% lssued no such order. The Army is keeping
g1l ent pending farther investigation of the Greem Beret group.
Tn the Sino-Soviet disputer there 1s conjecture ag to whether
the Soviets thems elves might be floating the notlion of a poss ible
attack on Chines e nuclear installations in order to scare Feking.
Tt is also sPeculatel that anti-Sovlet Communisi sources m&y be
promoting the surprise attack idea for their own psychologlcal
warfare purpos es. S , L
The officlal U.S, government view is that a Russian-Chinese armed .
claah bigger than border flareups l1s both unlikely and undesirable.
MCCloskey quotel a past Rogers statement to this effects and when
esked about what was attributel to Helms he would not gubgscrlbe
to a suggestion that the CIA chlef hal damsged Rogers? efforta for S
U.S, neatrality in the Sino-Soviet quarrel. R
While Helms hims elf wos reportel out of town Fridays CIA collesgues =
expectel he wonld be embarrassel Wy bis identification with the - ‘
recent storles. It would not be CIA®s first embarragsment in print.
To teke gpome examples from this decades - ' :
—In 1960 the Soviets shot down a (IA U-2 survelllance plane deep’ By
inside Rugsien territory. A falase CIA éover story was first lssued = e d
through the State Department. Fresident Eis enhower wound up publiecly
sccepting responsibility for the spy flight., co _
~When the Cnban invaslon fallel the following years Kennedy
administration officials pim el much of the blame on CIA,
~More recentlys CIA was the target of public brickbats upon
disclosure that 1t hal bem peying secret funds to student and R
other organizations which were in competltion with Coommiet sgencies . -
In forelgn countries. The Johnson administration ended the L ne e
practices which OIA sources said had bee asgignel to them by
government supericrs early in the days of the cold war. =
-Soon after he tock the top CIA Job in 1966s a lelter under T e
Helmg » signature went to the St. Louls Globe-Democrat, It prajsed
an elitoriel etitlel *‘Brickbats for Fulbright,s» Helms, a former
newspapermans spologized to Sen, J. W, Fulbright, D-Ark,s Senate
Forelgn Relatloms coummittee chalrman, o B
CIA men are generally proud of the intelllgence agency’s over-all = =
performance ands on occas lons have pagsed out word about guccess a3,
"Helms 45 sald to rate among CIA’s more noteworthy successes the
detailed intelligence on Soviet movement of misgiles Into Cuba in

} 1962 and accurate preiictions concerning the 1967 Arab-Isrecll
(I3 o : :
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